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AL-TIME DATA ANALYSIH

Messi vs. Ronaldo

Who is the GOAT when greatness is measured as sustained causal contribution to team success?

A DATA-DRIVEN GOAT ANALYSIS - JULY 2026



THE QUESTION

What does “greatest” actually mean?

The GOAT debate looks like a stats fight, but it is really an argument
over what counts as evidence. This deck judges greatness with one
consistent, MVP-style standard:

Greatness = the greatest sustained causal
contribution to team outcomes.

e Team outcomes — wins, trophies, progression — are the ultimate
objective.

e Contribution is adjusted for minutes on the pitch and rate of
production.

e Competition strength is weighted; friendlies are excluded.

e Open-play value counts more heavily than penalties.
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THE PLAYERS

Head to head, at a glance

f LIONEL MESS|

=

P

Born

Birthplace
Nationality
Primary clubs
Ballons d'Or
Major int'l titles
Active in 2026
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24 June 1987
Rosario, Argentina
Argentine
Barcelona, PSG, Inter Miami
8
World Cup, Copa América

Yes — Inter Miami & Argentina

CRISTIANO RONALDQ

oo

5 February 1985

Funchal, Madeira, Portugal

Portuguese

Man United, Real Madrid, Juventus, Al-Nassr

5

Euro, Nations League

Yes — Al-Nassr & Portugal



PLAYER PROFILE

Lionel Messi

‘ 2004-21 FC Barcelona

Club's greatest player and all-time top scorer; core of one of history's most dominant
sides — multiple La Liga & Champions League titles.

2021-23 Paris Saint-Germain

Ballons d'Or

Left Barcelona amid the club's financial crisis; won Ligue 1 titles in France.

Rosario, Argentina - La Masia

World Cup 2022
Copa América 2021 & 2024
Argentina's all-time top scorer

2023-now Inter Miami

Transformed the MLS club and became one of the biggest draws in North American
soccer.

Messi vs. Ronaldo - The GOAT, Measured



PLAYER PROFILE

Cristiano Ronaldo

@ 2002-09 Sporting — Man United

Breakthrough at Sporting; signed by Ferguson in 2003 and grew into a global superstar
— Premier League, Champions League and a first Ballon d'Or.

2009-18 Real Madrid

Ballons d'Or

World-record transfer; became the club's all-time top scorer with multiple Champions
Leagues and Ballons d'Or.

Funchal, Madeira - Sporting CP
Euro 2016

Nations League 2019 & 2025
Men's all-time top int'l scorer

2018-now Juventus — Al-Nassr

Serie A titles, a brief United return, then Al-Nassr — still adding goals and international
records.
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THE FRAMEWORK

How we judge greatness: the syllogism

Football is a team sport.

The game is structured around teams; results decide trophies and
progression.

CONCLUSION

Whoever shows the greatest
Its objective is to improve team outcomes. sustained causal contribution is
Winning matches and trophies is the ultimate aim of play. the GOAT — not Simply whoever
scores most.
Greatness = sustained causal contribution.

Judge a player by how much they causally improve those outcomes.

. . THE MINUTES RULE
Assess across many dimensions.

chring, creati(?n, possession, defence, adaptability, longevity, context — Contribution is adjusted for time on the
adjusted for minutes played. pitch. Per-90 and per-minute rates matter
The GOAT contributes most, on the evidence. — a player can't influence moments while

off the field.

Across the largest body of comparable evidence, over the whole career.
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THE EVIDENCE - PRODUCTION

Core production, adjusted for time

@ Messi @ Ronaldo

975 APPEARANCES MINUTES PLAYED

1,158 1,327 95,195108’5f

Edge: Ronaldo Edge: Ronaldo

414

MIN / GOAL MIN / GOAL+ASSIST

103.9 111.3 71.6 87.8

Goals Assists Edge: Messi Edge: Messi

Senior career, excluding club friendlies

Ronaldo wins volume & durability; Messi wins efficiency per
minute.
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THE EVIDENCE - SCORING

Scoring profile: volume vs. quality

@ Messi @ Ronaldo

45.9%

Messi shot-on-target rate (40.3%
Ronaldo)

18.8%

of Ronaldo’s goals are penalties
(12.4% Messi)

Messi is more efficient and less penalty-
dependent; Ronaldo owns the aerial
channel with 157 headers to 31.

Non-penalty Penalty Free-kick Outside box Headers
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THE EVIDENCE - CREATION

Chance creation: this one isn't close

@ Messi @ Ronaldo

+153

more career assists for Messi

6.2x

Messi's edge in accurate through
balls (505 to 81).

If creating high-value chances for
teammates counts, Messi has the

Assists Key passes Big chances Through balls stronger evidential case.
(L+UCL) (L+UCL)
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THE EVIDENCE - POSSESSION

Possession value & on-ball impact

SUCCESSFUL DRIBBLES AVG. MATCH RATING

Ronaldo 1,958 Ronaldo 7.90

Career available data — Messi more than League + UCL since 2009/10, model-based
doubles the total. ratings.

MAN OF THE MATCH

51%

Ronaldo 30%

Share of L+UCL matches rated the game's
best player.

Messi's possession case is direct — carrying, progression and creation. Ronaldo's value here is more indirect: movement, box

occupation and aerial threat.
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ELITE COMPETITION
Messi @ Ronaldo

Champions League: Ronaldo’s strongest' case

67

Ronaldo UCL knockout goals vs.
Messi's 49

But Messi is more efficient (105
min/goal to 114) and creates more
— more key passes and big
chances in the same competition.

UCL goals Knockout goals Knockout GC Key passes Big chances
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ELITE COMPETITION

World Cup & international legacy

@ Messi @ Ronaldo

128

5-0

World Cup knockout goals — and 6-
0 on assists

Messi leads every listed World Cup

18 category — plus the 2022 trophy.
10 8 5 It kills the lazy claim that Ronaldo
L— 2 — 2 is more decisive in all elite
' ' contexts.
Goals Assists Knockout G Key passes Dribbles MOTM
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CONTEXT

Adaptability & longevity

RONALDO'S EDGE MESSI'S EDGE

e Elite production across four top leagues — England, e Adapted by role: wide forward, false nine, deep
Spain, Italy and beyond. playmaker, attacking hub.

e The broader multi-club, multi-system adaptability e Higher efficiency and creative dominance within his
case. elite contexts.

e Extreme durability: 1,327 appearances and 108,521 e Elite output across 1,158 appearances and 95,195
minutes. minutes.

Ronaldo adapted across more elite leagues; Messi adapted more through playmaking and possession control.
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SCIENTIFIC HONESTY

What the data shows — and misses

WHERE PEOPLE OVERCLAIM

WHAT IT MISSES

WHAT IT CLEARLY SHOWS

e Ronaldo: raw goal volume and aerial
scoring.

e Messi: efficiency and combined
contribution rate.

e Messi: playmaking, creation and
possession value.

e Messi: the stronger World Cup profile.
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True causation — the alternate
timeline can't be replayed.

Off-ball value: gravity, movement,
defensive attention.

Teammate, coach and system effects
on outcomes.

Full-career defensive and xG data
across all comps.

“More goals, so greater” ignores
everything else.

“Just a finisher” flattens Ronaldo's real
range.

“Trophies prove it” — those are team
outcomes.

“One competition settles it” — none
does alone.
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THE SCORECARD

GCl: how the 100 points are weighted

Penalty-adjusted value

THE GCI STANDARD

Defensive / aerial

The GOAT Classification Index
rewards sustained causal
contribution — not raw goals
alone.

Longevity & availability
Adaptability

Possession & ball value

e Creating and possession value count

International legacy as heavily as scoring.

¢ Elite and international contexts carry
premium weight.

Elite competition

Playmaking & creation e Open-play value beats penalty-

inflated totals.
Scoring volume & efficiency
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THE SCORECARD

Category by category: who takes each
CATEGORY | Mess | RONADO |  EDGE___

Scoring volume & efficiency
Playmaking & chance creation
Possession & ball value

Elite competition
International legacy
Adaptability across contexts
Longevity & availability
Defensive / aerial

Penalty-adjusted value
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16.7
17.6
11.8
14.4
13.6
6.6
7.0
2.3
1.9

16.4
12.6
8.5
14.7
11.6
7.4
7.8
3.5
1.6

Messi

Messi

Messi

Ronaldo

Messi

Ronaldo

Ronaldo

Ronaldo

Messi
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THE VERDICT

The GOAT, by the GCI model

FINAL SCORE /100

Lionel Messi 9 1 . 9
Cristiano Ronaldo 84. 1

Under an MVP-style definition, Messi's broader causal footprint — efficiency,
creation, possession and World Cup impact — outweighs Ronaldo's real edges in
raw volume, aerial threat and Champions League knockouts.
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THE GOAT
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Messi vs. Ronaldo - Who's the GOAT? ==
Live Real-time Data Analysis '/

A live Copilot workflow



BOTTOM LINE

What to take away

a The answer depends on the definition.

The data tells us what happened; the weighting of value is a philosophical choice made explicit here.

Ask for raw accumulation, and Ronaldo leads.

More goals, appearances, headers, penalties and UCL knockout output across more elite leagues.

Ask for sustained causal contribution, and Messi leads.

Both edges are specific and measurable.

This isn't mythology — each player's strengths sit in different, quantifiable parts of the game.

Sources: Britannica & Wikipedia biographies; comparative career data from messivsronaldo.app and ESPN (World Cup 2026).
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Better per-minute impact, far more creation and possession value, and a stronger World Cup profile.
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